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The Divine Shepherd






           9/14/08
Psalm 23

One of the most powerful images about God in the Bible is that of the Divine Shepherd.  The Lord is our Divine Shepherd.  In the ancient world, shepherds symbolized more than a person taking care of a flock of animals.  The image of a good shepherd was used as metaphor for good and righteous leaders who provided care, guidance, and provisions for their people.  In Israel good kings were called “good shepherds,” as well as the Lord Himself, the God of Israel was called “the shepherd of Israel” and in John 10:11 Jesus Himself said, “I am the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep.”   After Jesus, the pastors of the church were called shepherds too, because they were called by Jesus to tend His sheep or the Church.

By the way do you know how ministers are called in Germany?  German Shepherds.  

Psalm 23 was written by King David who was just a young boy when God called him to be king.  He had seven older brothers and since he was the youngest he had to do the lowest job namely tending the sheep.  He did it with dedication and compassion and it was during his shepherdhood period that God prepared him for the kinghood period.

Do you know that it is during the lowest and hardest periods of your life that God prepares you for the greatest?  Yes, hard times prepare us for great times to follow, and we have to be faithful servants before we become successful leaders. 

David was a devoted young shepherd who trusted in God and depended on Him before he became a famous and successful king.  He faced dangers and difficulties in shepherding his father’s sheep and later his own people, but he found the necessary power and strength in God.  David looked at God as His good and caring Shepherd and in turn he became a caring shepherd to others. 

Listen, there are only two persons who can shepherd your life.  The first one is you.  You can lead your life the way you want, guide it wherever you want, or waste it.  You can be your own Shepherd-King.  And why not, you might become very successful on your own, physically and materially.  Not spiritually however.  No human being is able to take care of their souls and spiritual needs on themselves.  The second person is God.  You can let Him be your Shepherd and King.  When God is our Shepherd, He will take care of both our physical and spiritual needs as David discovered in his life and as he mentions in this Psalm.  Let’s look this morning at what it means to have God in our lives as our Divine Shepherd-King.  What will our God do for us when we consider Him our Good Shepherd?

1. Fulfillment.

First, God gives us true fulfillment.  David says here, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want” (v.1).  When God is our Shepherd, He brings real satisfaction.   See, we have emptiness in our souls and in order to fulfill it we try all kinds of things soon to discover that even though we  spend all our energy and time in getting them, the emptiness is still there.  If we let God rule our lives however the first thing He will do, is to fulfill the emptiness from our souls, so that we can be satisfied regardless of our health and wealth situation.  Apostle Paul says in Philippians 4, “I know what it is to have little and I know what it is to have plenty, but that is not what gives me true satisfaction.  What truly fulfills the emptiness in my soul is to do all things through Jesus who strengthens me.”  In other words, “I am truly fulfilled when Jesus leads my life and uses me for His kingdom.”  

David was a poor shepherd boy and he was a famous king, but what brought him true satisfaction in life was God and God’s leadership in his life.

Thomas Chalmers, a famous 19th century Scottish preacher once said, “The grand essentials of happiness are: something to do, something to love, and something to hope for.”  See, God was David’s Shepherd and as such He gave David the right things to do, the right things to love, and the right things to hope for, and David found true fulfillment as a result.

2. Enjoyment.

Second, God our Divine Shepherd brings enjoyment.    David says here, “He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me besides still waters.”  What David refers here to is that God will provide all our life needs.  Green pastures and still waters were the most essential needs for the sheep.  The image here is that God takes care of our basic needs, but not only that, He will help us enjoy them.  See, we can have bread and water on our table and yet still not enjoy them.  We can have all things we need and want, and still not be able to enjoy them.

Illustration:  John Rockefeller was the richest man in the world yet he couldn’t enjoy his riches.  He was laying down in his bad terribly sick while others enjoyed his riches till the day he gave his life to Christ.

God provides both, what we need and the enjoyment that comes from having it.  That is why is important to ask from God all the things we need.

In Matthew 7 Jesus says, “Is there anyone among you who if your child ask for bread will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish will give a snake?  If you then who are evil know hoe to give good gifts to your children how much more will your father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him!” (9-11). What Jesus says here is “God really knows how to give you good gifts, in fact He gives the perfect gifts.”   Few verses before these Jesus says, “That is why you have to keep ask and it will be given you, keep search and God will help you find, and keep knock the door and God will open it for you.”  

What does this mean for us practically?  It means to wait patiently after God.  Let Him give us what we need according to his timing.  You need the right spouse, or the best job, or a compassionate doctor that will really take care of you?  Ask God for your needs in life and wait patiently for Him to provide them and you will surely enjoy His gifts.

James 1:17 says, “Every generous act of giving with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 

Illustration:  A lady wanted to marry four different men in her lifetime.  She said each one would help her fulfill four things she needed the most.  First she wanted to marry a banker, second, a movie star, third a clergyman, and fourth, a funeral director.  When asked why she answered, “One for the money, two for the show, three to get ready, and for to go.”     

See, we often seek fulfillment in the wrong things and places, yet the truth is that only God can bring real enjoyment in our lives, and when we trust in Him as our Provider and Divine Shepherd, He will send us the right spouse and family members and help us do the right things in life which in turn bring genuine enjoyment.   

3. Restorement.

Third, our Divine Shepherd will bring restorement, more specifically soul restorement.  David says here “he restores my soul…” When God is our loving and compassionate Shepherd-King, He takes care of our daily basic needs but He also restores our souls.  To restore our souls it means God will bring back joy and peace in our hearts.  Things happen in our lives that break our hearts to pieces, shatter our souls, and take away the joy of our salvation and the peace from our hearts.  Have you passed through such times?  I am sure you did and I know it is terrible.  You live your life everyday yet all the peace and joy in your heart is gone, and life has no meaning anymore for you.  David experienced that spiritual pain, yet he says here, “It was God who restored my soul, it was God who brought back peace and joy in my heart.” 

What shall we do when our souls need restorement?  We should kneel down before God in prayer and pour out our burdens to Him.  Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-29).       

Jesus says here that our heavy burdens will be lifted from us if we do three things.  First go to him.  That means spending time in his presence and casting our burdens on him.  Second, take his yoke on us.  What was Jesus’ yoke?  It was to love others sacrificially.  Jesus gave His life for us sinners so that we might live.  Now usually when our soul is broken loving others sacrificially is the last thing we will do, yet Jesus says here, “take my yoke on you when your soul is broken, love others and sacrifice for them even though you are carrying heavy burdens and your soul will find rest.”  As strange and abnormal this seems when we are like Jesus for someone in need, our souls will find peace and rest.

Illustration:  Mother Theresa gave her entire life to help the poor, marginalized, outcast, and dying people on the streets of Calcutta and she was indeed a very peaceful, joyful, and fulfilled Christian believer.  Let me read you a prayer that she prayed on a regular basis: Lord, make me a channel of Thy peace that, where there is hatred, I may bring love; that where there is wrong, I may bring the spirit of forgiveness; that, where there is discord, I may bring harmony; that, where there is error, I may bring truth; that, where there is doubt, I may bring faith; that, where there is despair, I may bring hope; that, where there are shadows, I may bring light; that, where there is sadness, I may bring joy.
Lord, grant that I may seek rather to comfort than to be comforted, to understand than to be understood; to love than to be loved; for it is by forgetting self that one finds; it is forgiving that one is forgiven; it is by dying that one awakens to eternal life.

When we seek to comfort, love, and understand others although it us who need help and compassion, God will restore our souls and bring back joy and peace in our hearts.

4. Encouragement.

Fourth, our Divine Shepherd will provide encouragement for us in times of adversities.  David says here: “Even though I walk through the darkest valley I fear no evil; for you are with me, your rod and your staff they comfort me” (v4).  David refers here to two of the most serious issues that we face as believers.  First the problem of evil or is why is God allowing evil to exist and have the power to influence us?  Second, the problem of the suffering or why does God allow the righteous believer to suffer?  

Now David does not answer these questions but says that although he encounters suffering and evil he is not afraid and can move on in life because God comforts, encourages, strengthens, and guides him.  Satan’s purpose is to instill fear in us; he wants to weaken our faith by making us afraid.  Satan will tell you, “look around you how difficult it is,” or “look at you in what a terrible situation you are.”  

David says that when that happens don’t lose heart nor faith, for God is still the One who controls your life He will always be there to comfort and encourage.

In Romans 8:31 Apostle Paul asks, “If God is for us, who is against us?”  And in v. 35 and following he says, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  No I all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor things present, not things to come, not powers, nor height, not depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   

Illustration:  Daniel and his friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego were thrown into the fiery furnace yet the flames did not touch them and when Nebuchadnezzar looked at them he said, “Was it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?  Why do I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god?” (Daniel 3:24-25).     

What are you afraid of this morning?  Whatever it is that tries to frighten you, Jesus tells you this morning “Don’t be afraid?  Don’t fear sickness, don’t fear evil, don’t fear anybody and anything, don’t fear even death for I am with you.  I control your life and I take the final decision over what happens with you.  Just as I was with Daniel and his friends, and many other believers so I would be with you.”

Psalm 91:14-16, “Those who love me I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name.  When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honor them, With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation.”    

1 Peter 5:7 says “Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.”  Give Jesus your fears this morning and He will give you His peace and comfort.

5. Enrichment

Fifth, God our Divine Shepherd will bring enrichment in our lives.  David refers here to holistic enrichment, which means that God blesses our lives from all points of view.  God blessed David with power, wealth, fame and glory and also blessed David spiritually by helping him to be a true and devote believer.  David says here, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies you anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life” (5-6).  

These words describe a royal treatment given to an important guest.  When important guests visited important hosts there was immediately a table set up before them, their head was anointed with oil and their cup was continuously kept filled up with drink.  David says here, “God my Divine Shepherd does all these things for me, he treats me royally and honors me even in times of adversities.”  

There is a lot of health and wealth preaching going on nowadays and many preachers use it to attract new members.  In short they say, “You give God, and God will give you.  God will heal you of all your diseases, and make you rich.”  Now personally I don’t buy into this type of preaching but I do believe that God enriches our lives not because what we do for him but because His grace, goodness, and mercy to us.  God will allow sufferings and adversities in our lives but He will also bring prosperity and holistic enrichment in our lives.  David passed through severe hardships in his life, but he remained loyal to His Divine Shepherd and God did enrich his life.  

I do want you to notice one essential attitude that David shows here however.  He was rich and famous but his main priority was to dwell in the house of the Lord.  He ends this Psalm by saying, “And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.”  For David praising God in His house was more essential and important than anything else, and that is why God helped him prosper, and very interestingly after he prospered he gave most of his riches for the building of the Temple in Jerusalem.  Read 1Chronicles 29 and you will see that.  God did not ask him to do that but he did anyway out of faith and devotion to God.

God is telling you and me this morning “I am the Good Shepherd.  I gave everything for you to have life and have it abundantly and I will watch always over you.  Come to me and I will fulfill and enrich your life and restore peace and joy in your soul, regardless of what you pass through in life.”  Amen.          

